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REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 5208] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 5208) for the relief of Sor Eufrasia Gomez Gallego, Sor Fran- 
cisca Gil Martinez, and Sor Rosalia De La Maza, having considered 
the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and 
recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to three nuns. The bill provides for appropriate 
quota deductions and for the payment of the required visa fees and 
head taxes. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiaries of the bill are natives and citizens of Spain who 
were last admitted to the United States in 1949 as visitors. They are 
Catholic nuns, two of them being members of the Carmelite Order 
and one being a member of the congregation of the Guardian Angels. 
They are stationed in a hospital in Puerto Rico, which is a private 
institution for the treatment of mental diseases. Most of the patients 
at the hospital are Army veterans who were referred there by the 
Veterans’ Administration. The sisters serve as nurses without 
compensation. 

A letter dated February 16, 1952, to the chairman of the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy 
Attorney General with reference to the case reads as follows: 
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Fesprvuary 15, 1952. 
Hon. EManvet CELier, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. CuarrMan: This is in response to your request for the views 
of the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 5208) for the relief of 
Teresa Gea Martinez, Eufrasia Gomez Gallego, Francisca Gil Martinez, and 
Rosalia De La Maza, aliens. The bill would grant them permanent residence in 
the United States. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that the aliens, who are Roman Catholic nuns, are natives and citizens 
of Spain. They were admitted to the United States as temporary visitors, 
Sisters Gomez Gallego and Gil Martinez at the port of New York on May 19, 
1949, and Sister De La Maza at the port of San Juan on October 13, 1949. It 
appears that the alien, Sister Teresa Gea Martinez, departed from the United 
States on October 8, 1951, and should the committee give favorable consideration 
to the bill, it should be amended by deleting her name from the title and from 
line four thereof. 

Sister Francisca Gil Martinez, who was born on September 28, 1927, and 
Sister Eufrasia Gomez Gallego, who was born on June 7, 1919, are members of 
the Carmelite Order. The Puerto Rican community of that order, consisting 
of 10 members, is located at the Clinica Julia in Hato Rey, a private institution 
for the treatment of mental diseases. Most of the patients at that hospital are 
Army veterans who have been referred there by the Veterans’ Administration. 
The sisters serve as nurses without compensation except for expenses. It is 
stated that there is a scarcity of nurses in Puerto Rico at this time. Sister Rosalia 
De La Maza, who was born on July 8, 1911, is a member of the congregation of the 
Guardian Angels. She is the mother superior of a school for orphans and 
abandoned children located at Villa Caparra, P. R., which has about 100 students 
in attendance. She receives no compensation for her services. 

The quota for Spain, to which the aliens are chargeable, is oversubscribed and 
immigration visas are not readily obtainable. In the absence of special legislation 
they will be unable to remain in the United States for an indefinite period. 

Whether, under the circumstances in this case, the general provisions of the 
immigration laws should be waived presents a question of legislative policy 
concerning which this Department prefers not to make any recommendation. 

Sincerely, 
A. Devitt VANECH, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Resident Commissioner A. Ferndés-Isern of Puerto Rico, the author 
of the bill, submitted the following letter to Congressman Francis E. 
Walter, chairman of Subcommittee No. 1, Committee on the Judiciary 
of the House of Representatives, in connection with the bill: 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D. C., September 5, 1951. 
Hon. Francis WALTER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Cuarrman: On August 16, 1951, I introduced H. R. 5208 which 
would grant permanent residence in the United States to Sister Teresa Gea 
Martinez, Sister Eufrasia Gomez Gallego, Sister Francisca Gil Martinez, and 
Sister Rosalia De La Maza. The afore-mentioned are Spanish-born nuns who are 
currently doing important work in Puerto Rico. 

The first three are Carmelite nursing sisters who were admitted May 18, 1948, 
for service at the psychiatric hospital in Hato Rey, P. R. The Most Reverend 
James P, Davis, Bishep of San Juan, needs them desperately in the care of mental 
patients among the people of his diocese. This is the only private psychiatric 
hospital and its patients have included several hundred United States Army 
veterans hospitalized for various mental disorders. 

These sisters are especially trained for this type of work and their duties cover 
the entire field of nursing care together with assisting the doctors in special treat- 
ments and attending the families of the patients. There is a serious shortage of 
nurses in Puerto Rico and it is even more difficult to secure the services of those 
willing to care for the mentally ill. 
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The fourth Spanish-born nun named in H. R. 5208, Sister Rosalia De La Maza, 
came temporarily from Spain to replace the permanently admitted superioress 
of the Guardian Angel Sisters in Puerto Rico who subsequently returned to Spain 
because of illness. The need for her remaining in Puerto Rico to direct the work 
of her religious community is extremely important. Sister Rosalia has been 
teaching at the Guardian Angel School for abandoned and homeless girls in 
Caparra, a suburb of San Juan. The institution is the only one of its kind in 
Puerto Rico. 

In view of the urgent need ovtlined above for continued service by the sisters, 
I should greatly appreciate it if you would be kind enough to request the Immigra- 
tion and Naturalization Division of the Department of Justice not to disturb 
their immigration status until Congress has had a chance to consider H. R. 5208 
on its merits. 

Sincerely, 
A, FEerRN6s-ISERN, 
Resident Commissioner. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H. R. 5208) should be enacted. 
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